
As I reflect on my time working in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, I’ve seen many 

changes throughout the years, including the leadership of 3 different archbishops. One thing that 

has not changed for me is ACRE. I recall my early days of working in faith formation as a professional 

minister and I see many of the same faces doing the work of networking, forming, and informing 

others who serve in similar roles in parishes throughout the archdiocese. As others who work in faith 

formation can attest, I’ve seen the priority of, and indeed support from the archdiocese for, faith 

formation in parishes wax and wane. While this has made things difficult at times, ACRE has stood 

strong for its members throughout these challenging times. This harkens back to our roots as an 

organization that was formed by many good people who were working in faith formation when 

ACRE began as the first lay ministry association in the archdiocese in 1973. Some of the members 

who we consider our forebears and founders continue to bless us with their ministry! 

 

I am encouraged because I believe that we are in the midst of a waxing cycle, as evidenced by the 

renewed vigor of Archbishop Hebda in supporting all who work in professional ministry, regardless 

of what our paperwork says about how much we work and whether or not we’re paid. Archbishop 

Hebda understands that in the United States, there is no other organization like ACRE in existence, 

and he sees great value in the work we are doing! As ACRE has continued to provide opportunities 

for formation and networking at our events, he understands that it is important for ACRE to remain 

an independent entity from the archdiocese so that we do not lose our identity or our ability to 

connect with and care for our members. Under Archbishop Hebda, we have experienced relevant 

and timely fall and spring formation days, his personal visits with ACRE members at our last 2 ACRE 

Appreciation Luncheons, his meeting with our Board members, and his keen interest in meeting us 

where we are while balancing the need to move us forward. 

 

I believe we are experiencing very exciting times in our archdiocese and I encourage you to come 

along and experience ACRE anew this year; I personally invite you to renew (or begin) your ACRE 

membership! As an ACRE member, you’ll be invited to attend several events this year: Fall Formation 

Day, our late-fall Vicariate gatherings with archdiocesan staff, our retreat in March (led by Barbara 

Sutton of St. John’s University), and our Appreciation Luncheon in May.  

 

I consider it a great blessing to be your ACRE Board Chairperson this year and I truly value your trust 

in all of our board members. I look forward to seeing you at some of our events and hope that if I 

haven’t met you yet, you’ll introduce yourself! 

 

May God continue to bless our ministry abundantly, 

Stephanie Lloyd    

A  N o t e  f r o m  t h e  A C R E  C h a i r  
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Along with this newsletter 

you should find an ACRE 

Membership brochure. We 

are now accepting 

applications for membership 

for 2017-2018. 

 

Among the benefits of ACRE 

membership is reduced fee 

attendance at our annual 

ACRE Retreat. This year our 

retreat will take place on 

March 1, 2018 and will feature 

Barbara Sutton. 

The cost for membership is 

$25 for the year (July-June). 

You don’t want to miss all of 

the exciting things 

happening with ACRE this 

year! Encourage your co-

workers and ministry friends 

to join you in membership. 

A C R E  M e m b e r s h i p  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  



Executives 

Chair: Stephanie Lloyd 

Our Lady of Grace 

Chair Elect: Kelli Kester 

Basilica of St. Mary 

Treasurer: Brian Hefer  

St. Patrick, Edina 

Secretary: Mary Ann 

Marschall 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Chair Emeritus: Jennifer 

Schneider 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
 

Program/Vicariate Planning 

Mary Kay Bungert 

All Saints-Lakeville 

Lucy Arimond 

St. Odilia 

Judy Foster 

St. Gerard 
 

Communication/Publications 

Jennifer Schneider 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Adam Fitzpatrick 

St. Thomas More 

Susie Osacho 

St. Richard 
 

Eric Pederson 

Archdiocese of Saint Paul & 

Minneapolis 

 

 

ACRE Board 

Members 

Vicariate Gatherings 

November 2, 2017 9:30-11:00am 

St. Joseph, New Hope 

November 7, 2017 9:30-11:00am 

St. Pascal Baylon, St. Paul 

November 14, 2017 9:30-11:00am 

St. John the Baptist, Savage 
 

ACRE Retreat featuring Barbara Sutton 

March 1, 2018 

St. Patrick’s, Edina 

ACRE Member—$10 

Non-member—$25 

 

ACRE Appreciation Luncheon 

May 3, 2018 

Location TBD 

Lay Ministers’ Orientation 

Sponsored by the Coalition of Ministry 

Associations, this orientation is for anyone 

engaged in professional, parish ministry. 

This session will provide a broad 

orientation to the Archdiocese, an 

introduction to the ministry associations, 

and a grounded understanding of the 

philosophy, operations, and relationships 

of the Archdiocese as a whole.  

Tuesday August 29, 2017 

Guardian Angels, Oakdale 

 

Fall Formation Day 

featuring: Jack Jezreel, founder of Just 

Faith, and Ann Garrido author and 

professor. 

October 26, 2017 

Mary Mother of the Church, Burnsville 

U p c o m i n g  A C R E  E v e n t s  

 

acremn.com 

acre.mn.1973@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Barbara Sutton 
 
"The soul speaks in image," according to C. G. Jung. How are you seeking to create a 
soulful life? What contemplative practices nurture you? Teacher and facilitator,  

Barbara Sutton, who has worked extensively with The Saint John's Bible, will  

introduce SoulCollage as a process to explore the human dynamics and the  

communal dimensions of one's life. In 2015, Barbara directed a retreat for Lay  

Ecclesial Ministers to reflect on their ministry as co-workers in the vineyard.  As a 
result, a national exhibit, named Word and Image was created and on display 
throughout the United States for two years.   

  

The act of creating collages forms a basis for seeing with the eyes of faith what God 
is up to in our lives. We will reflect on the seasons of our ministry and use journaling, 
guided imagery and small group sharing to support our collage-making and engage 
the spiritual journey more deeply.  

  

Barbara Sutton is the director of field education and ministerial formation, and 
teaches pastoral theology courses at Saint John’s School of Theology and Seminary 
in Collegeville, MN. This year, Barbara is serving as a resident scholar at the  

Benedictine Center of St. Paul Monastery. She serves as a consultant with Sadlier 
Religion and has served in diocesan ministry in West Virginia and parish ministry in 
Florida.  

 

We hope you will join us March 1, 2018 to experience SoulCollage with Barbara. 

S o u l C o l l a g e  ~  A n  E x e r c i s e  o f  R e l i g i o u s  I m a g i n a t i o n  

acremn.com
mailto:acre.mn.1973@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ACRE/108303992522043?ref_type=bookmark
https://twitter.com/acre_mn

