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In October, 2013 Archbishop Nienstedt created the position of Vicar for Ministerial 

Standards and appointed Reverend D. Reginald Whitt, O.P. to be this Vicar.  Fr. Whitt 

then established the Safe Environment and Ministerial Standards Task Force. The Task 

Force worked independently of the Archdiocese and Fr. Whitt;  but with full access to 

all records, policies and procedures of the Archdiocese.  
 

In April of this year the “Report and Recommendations of Safe Environment and Minis-

terial Standards Task Force” was submitted to the Archdiocese. You can access the full 

report on any page of the archdiocesan website (www.archspm.org).  Archbishop 

Nienstedt welcomed and pledged to implement the recommendations made by the 

Task Force.   
 

OPCY remains committed to keeping children and youth safe and is working hard to 

implement the recommendations which apply to OPCY. Here are some of the recom-

mendations that will impact all of us who work in protecting children and youth at the 

parishes, schools and the Chancery levels:  

 Closer monitoring of all policies and procedures focused on creating a safe 

environment for minors.  This includes but is not be limited to: 

 Increased visits to parishes and schools by OPCY team-members to 

perform monitoring, measuring, and spot checks at parishes and 

schools. 

 Ensuring that record-keeping standards improve and are maintained at 

parishes and schools as well as at the Chancery. 
 

 Expand Safe Environment training (VIRTUS) 

 Add a retraining requirement and provide more training opportunities. 

 Extend VIRTUS to all those ages 16 and up. 

 Implement a comprehensive and consistent record-keeping system to 

track Safe Environment training.                        (continued on Page 2) 
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If you find a relevant article to share,  

discover a helpful solution for OPCY concerns, 

or have a topic you would like  

addressed here, please email us:   
 

      OPCY@archspm.org 

What would you like to see 
here? 

 Opt-Out materials are now available.  They 

may be ordered by completing the online 

form at  

http://www.archspm.org/sections/child-

components/  Look for the link: “Programs 

Opt-Out Summary Form”. 
 

 If you will be using NetSmartz materials in 

2014—2015 for personal safety lessons and 

have not already done so, please order 

your materials right away!  
 

 Complete the order form available at: 

http://www.archspm.org/departments/opcy/

child-components. Look for “Order 

NetSmartz Materials for your Parish or 

School” link. Materials will be ready and 

waiting for you in the reception area of the 

Hayden Center at 328 W. Kellogg Blvd. in 

St Paul.  

Reminders 

Principles for Child  Protection Catechesis 
for the Archdiocese of Saint Paul & Minneapolis 

#6 of 10 

“Some actions or behaviors are wrong. Some actions or behaviors between adults, be-

tween adults and children, and between children are wrong. Some behavior that harms 

self or others physically, psychologically, emotionally, or spiritually is grievously sinful. 

Helping young people recognize this sinful behavior is part of the Church’s responsibil-

ity of shaping well-formed consciences.” 
 

References: Matt 8:6, 2:16-17; Catechism of the Catholic Church 1033, 1739, 2356  Next time….Principle 7  

SAVE THE DATE!!  September 18, 23, & 25 the Archdiocese will be presenting 

one-day Safe Environment Policies and Procedures Training sessions at one 

location within each Vicariate.  Please watch the “Archdiocesan Update” for the  

announcement of the date, place, and time for your Vicariate.  See you there! 
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http://www.archspm.org/sections/child-components/
http://www.archspm.org/sections/child-components/
http://www.archspm.org/sections/child-components/
http://www.archspm.org/sections/child-components/


Keeping All God’s Children Safer Volume 7, No. 3  Page     

 

Curriculum Notes 

REMINDER NEW NETSMARTZ MATERIALS:  Catholic school educators, Directors of Faith Formation and their catechists, and 

Youth Ministers please note that effective July 1, 2014, all programs should begin using the new NetSmartz outlines reflecting the 

many additional lessons that are now available on http://www.netsmartz.org.  If leaders have not ordered and picked up their mate-

rials, they may order them electronically at:  http://www.archspm.org/sections/child-components/. 
 

NEW PERSONAL SAFETY CURRICULUM FOR YOUTH GRADE 9 — 12 OPCY staff and a volunteer task force from Archdiocesan 

parishes and schools conducted an exhaustive study of all available Grade 9 - 12 personal safety curriculum. They made the recom-

mendation to the Archbishop to change OPCY's high school curricula.  These recommendations were accepted by Archbishop 

Nienstedt . The curricula was then piloted during the 2013-2014 program year.  Two options will be available as of July 1, 2014: 

NetSmartz materials as outlined on our website and VIRTUS: Teaching Touching Safety, Grades 9 - 12.  NetSmartz materials are 

currently available. (See above.)  VIRTUS lessons will be available to order from our webpage, beginning August 1, 2014 and will 

also be available for download on the VIRTUS website as of August 1, 2014.  The High School Task Force also recommended the 

phasing out the use of "Creating Safe and Sacred Places" and "Breaking the Silence" since these two resources were becoming out-

dated. 
 

OPCY SEEKING MIDDLE SCHOOL PILOT SITES: OPCY is looking for Faith Formation, Youth Ministry, Latino Ministry's Faith 

Formation, and Catholic school programs who would like to pilot VIRTUS's Middle School curriculum for the 2014 - 2015 program 

year.  Please send inquiries to Sharon Tomlin, tomlins@archspm.org<mailto:tomlins@archspm.org. 
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In February, the “VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children Participant Packet” was updated.  The new version can easily be identified by 

this text “(For Use with Version 2.0 Videos—2014)” directly below the title “Participant Packet” on the cover page.  We have 

been distributing the newest version since February. If you have any copies of the previous participant packet, please recycle them.  

Use only the newest version of the participant packet while conducting VIRTUS sessions.  
 

We will also be sending one copy of the updated Participant Packet Facilitators’ Version with the session packets for the next few 

months.  In your Facilitator’s Manual, please replace the Facilitators’ Version of the Participant Packet from last year with the new 

2014 version. 
  

There are still a few facilitators who have not had the orientation to the new packet since it was updated in 2013.  If you need to 

receive this orientation, please call Lynette at 651-291-4501 to arrange a time for a phone conference of this important training. 
 

If you are no longer able to facilitate VIRTUS sessions, please notify Kim Myers at 651-251-7742.  

VIRTUS Facilitators:  Participant Packets Updated 

Safe Environment and Ministerial Standards Task Force Report  

and Recommendations  (Continued from Page 1) 
 Provide and track formal Mandated Reporter training for clergy, employees, and volunteers who are “mandated re-

porters” under Minnesota statutes. 

 Adopt a formal background re-check policy for all those required to submit to a background check.  

 Develop, implement, and track training to accompany the launch of the new Codes of Conduct that are currently 

under development. 
 

OPCY is dedicated to ensure the recommendations are implemented as thoroughly, effectively, and timely as possible.  It is a pri-

ority for us that parish and school leaders provide input regarding these changes as they unfold, and are given adequate tools and 

training to meet the new requirements.  Working together, we will achieve best practices and a safer environment.    

 

In response to requests from many who serve vulnerable adults within the Archdiocese and working with Association of Pastoral 

Ministers (APM) board members, the “Archdiocesan Safe Environment Policy and Requirements for Ministry to Vulnerable Adults” 

has been developed and published.  It can be found at http://www.archspm.org/resources_documents/archdiocesan-safe-

environment-policy-requirements-vulnerable-adults/.  This document delivers specific measures that must be taken to ensure the 

safety of vulnerable adults within our parishes. It also contains several points that ministerial leaders should consider as they man-

age ministry to vulnerable adults and other helpful information. 
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